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ing the years from 1871 to 1914.63 This consists of the most
secret instructions sent by Bismarck and his successors to
the German Ambassadors abroad, their reports to the Ger-
man Foreign Office, and the secret papers exchanged be-
tween the German Emperor and his Foreign Office officials,
It includes exceedingly interesting marginal notes on docu-
ments from the hand of Bismarck, and later from that of
William II. Bismarck's notes reveal the Iron Chancellor's
innermost thoughts on foreign policy. They formed the
basis of instructions sent by the German Foreign Office to
the ambassadors abroad. William II's marginal notes,
which are more numerous, more emotional, and often
merely indicative of the mood of the moment, are interest-
ing as a study of the psychology of the imperial mind, but
exercised somewhat less directive influence upon the Ger-
man Foreign Office than did Bismarck's masterly notes.
From this collection of documents one sees that the German
Foreign Office did not always completely inform William II
on all matters and often made its will prevail over his
preferences. So far as one can judge, Die Grosse Politik is
fairly complete within the limits set by the editors, and
aims at giving the basis for an honest and detailed picture
of German foreign policy from the Franco-Prussian War
to the World War,64 But we still lack any equally compre-
ss Die Grosse Politik der Europaischen Kabinette, 1871-1914: Samm-
lung der Diplomatischen Akten des Auswartigen Amtes, edited by Johannes
Lepsius, Albrecht Mendelssohn-Bartholdy and Friedrich Thirame, 40 vols.,
Berlin, 1922-27; cited hereafter as «G.P,"
64 A further account of Die Grosse Politik is given by the present
writer in the Amer. Hist. Rev., XXVIII, 543-548; XXX, 136-141; XXXI,
130-133; XXXIII, 126-134. C/. afso the appreciations by various scholars
in KSF, IV, 900-946. Dec., 1926; the criticisms of M. Lh^ritier in Rev.
tfHist. de la Guerre Mondiale, IV, 97416, April, 1926, and of E, Bour-
geois, in Revue Historique, CLV, 39-56, May-June, 1927; and the replies
to these criticisms by Albrecht Mendelssohn-Bartholdy and by F, Thimme
in Europdische Gesprache, IV, 377-390, July, 1926, and V, 461-479, Sept,,
1927,
A French translation of Die Grosse Politikf under the editorship ol
A. Aulard, in which the documents are arranged chronologically instead

